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the services he has done you, in requital for the favour you did him
by taking him out of prison, or what was next door to it, and sending

him Burgess. He was universally esteemed a person calculated for

what is called a poor mans Burgess, and indeed he has proved a poor

mans Burgess, he forgot that you sent him to do your business, Gen-

tlemen, his mind (like his eyes) is turned inward, and all his trans-

actions below have been for the benefit of that dear self of his, which

is so much in his own good graces, that he is plundering his County

to enrich that dear object! You had a great deal of reason, I ac-

knowledge, Gentlemen, to imagine that a person who had suffered by

the malpractices of others would make a benevolent patriot, when in

a public capacity; but how much have probabilities deceived you;

judge ye!

He is Colo. Benton, now chief Officer in our military affairs, he is

Clerk Benton, chief Clerk of our County Court, in which double

capacity I believe, Gentlemen, there is !None [of] us that envies him,

but in the execution of his office. I believe there are none of us that

have the good of the Commonwealth at heart, but must resent the

usage he gives us here. The Clerks tell us their is no law to ascertain

their fees, and therefore they are at liberty to tax our bills as they

please, and the misfortune is Gentlemen, that we are obliged to pay

it, be it what it may; I think, Gentlemen, if there be no law to as-

certain the Clerk's fees, there is no law to compel us to pay any fees

at all. However, let us see what advantage Benton the poor mans

Burgess makes of this deficiency in our law, if you give a judgment

Bond for five pounds only, and this Bond goes into Court, the Clerk

for only entering it on the Court docquet and issuing an Execution,

charges you with forty one shillings and five pence, I had it from

Benton's own mouth, at which time he vapoured as high, and with

the same confidence that a fighting gamester has, who is endowed with

courage of a highwayman, with oaths and execrations that he had

taken it and would take it.

However, Gentlemen, I hope you will disappoint him, I am de-

termined till he produces law that shews me what the fees are, to

pay no fees at all, and I hope you will all follow the example, and

see where Benton will get his obliging power to compel us to pay them.

All these abuses are founded upon so false a basis, that [the] least

resistance will overturn the whole mass. For, where there is no law,


